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Killing Pablo is the story of the fifteen-month manhunt for Colombian cocaine cartel kingpin Pablo

Escobar, whose escape from his lavish, mansionlike jail drove a nation to the brink of chaos. In a

gripping, up-close account, acclaimed journalist Mark Bowden exposes the never-before-revealed

details of how U.S. military and intelligence operatives covertly led the mission to find and kill the

world's most dangerous outlaw. Drawing on unprecedented access to the soldiers, field agents, and

officials involved in the chase, as well as hundreds of pages of top-secret documents and

transcripts of Escobar's intercepted phone conversations, Bowden creates a narrative that reads as

if it were torn from the pages of a Tom Clancy technothriller. Killing Pablo also tells the story of

Escobar's rise, how he built a criminal organization that would hold an entire nation hostage -- and

the stories of the intrepid men who would ultimately bring him down. There is Steve Jacoby, the

leader of Centra Spike, the ultrasecret U.S. special forces team that would use cutting-edge

surveillance technology to find one man among a nation of 37 million. There is Morris Busby, U.S.

ambassador to Colombia, who would convince the Bush administration to approve the deployment

of the shadowy Delta Force operators who would be the key to the drug lord's demise. And there is

Escobar's archenemy, Col. Hugo Martinez, the leader of Colombia's federal police, who would turn

down a $6 million bribe, survive countless attempts on his life, and endure a humiliating exile while

waging his battle against the drug lord's criminal empire. It was Martinez's son, raised in the shadow

of constant threat from Escobar's followers, who would ultimately track the fugitive to a Bogota

rooftop on the fateful day in 1993 when the outlaw would finally meet his end. Action-packed and

unputdownable, Killing Pablo is a tour de force of narrative journalism and a stark portrayal of rough

justice in the real world.
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KILLING PABLO is the story of the rise, hunt, fall and death of Pablo Escobar, the chief of the

Medellin Cocaine Cartel. Mark Bowden (BLACK HAWK DOWN) is gifted in bringing essentially

unknown tales into the public eye, and here he does it again, dramatically. His ability to take the

hidden and twisted threads of covert operations and weave a complete story from them is

impressive.Pablo, as Bowden refers to him throughout, was a small-time hood who rose to true if

notorious greatness on a ladder stained with blood. At the peak of his influence he had a net worth

of billions of dollars.Pablo cultivated a jolly demeanor and, in truth, lacked couth, though he could be

personally disarming. In dress, he preferred white velcro-strap Nike sneakers and blue jeans. He

was short and plump. He was hardly the image of the "Don Pablo" he wanted to be. He was easy to

underestimate, as the world discovered.At his zenith, he had all but convinced the ruling oligarchy of

Colombia that coca cultivation and processing was a growth industry, even if frowned upon by staid

norteamericanos with no taste for trend.In 1983 Pablo was elected a Congressional alternate from

his state of Antioquia, ruled Medellin with an iron fist, and was a serious contender for the

Presidency of his nation. Ten years later he was dead.Pablo Escobar was a study in contradictions.

He was 'the most Wanted man in the world' who spent most of his criminal life in the open. A

sociopathic megalomaniac, he saw nothing bizarre in blowing up planes and buildings and killing

hundreds in the course of targeting one man. He was a devoted husband and father with a

penchant for seducing teenage girls.
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